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Herdade do Esporão – 750 years of history
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High Resolution Images at: http://bit.ly/2i23ZiO
Video 750 years Herdade do Esporão: https://youtu.be/3d0FlunKDMs 
#istoéesporão  
Set within a typical Alentejo landscape, near the city of Reguengos de Monsaraz, this year Herdade do Esporão celebrates its 750th anniversary. In 1830 hectares of land, among valleys and fields carved out by streams, there are 617 hectares of vineyards and 80 of olive groves. The hills and small clusters of whitewashed houses preserve the memory of a life that began in prehistoric times. 
The story begins in 1267, when the geographic boundaries of Herdade do Esporão (initially named Defesa do Esporão) were defined and have remained virtually unchanged to this day. Soeiro Rodrigues, judge of the city of Évora, was one of the first owners, followed by the master Santiago Rodrigues de Vasconcelos, the nobleman D. Álvaro Mendes de Vasconcelos and the Counts of Alcáçovas.
During this time, three historic monuments were built at the centre of Herdade do Esporão: the Esporão Tower, the Esporão Arch and the Nossa Senhora dos Remédios Chapel, this last monument connected to the intense devoutness shared among the region’s population. The Esporão Tower, a symbol of affirmation among that society and a display of military power, is one of the most important towers illustrating the transition from the medieval to modern age in Portugal. 

In 1973, José Roquette, the current owner, and Joaquim Bandeira purchased Herdade do Esporão and together started the story that is still written today. The first harvest took place in 1985, resulting in the Esporão brand and the first wine, Esporão Reserva Red. Eight years later, they also began producing olive oil. José Roquette states that ‘it has been a great honour and responsibility for our family and company to look after Herdade do Esporão, a place with such a rich and ancient history. Aware of the impact our agricultural project has had on this land, we sought to preserve it and, year after year, discover and share its identity in our products, namely in each bottle of wine and olive oil we produce here.’
Since then, new vines have grown and old ones renewed, we have learned a great deal about the Estate, we have developed our knowledge, techniques and all of the work carried out in the field, until attaining organic farming. In the winery new techniques were applied and new infrastructures built to carry Esporão wines to new heights. 

We are celebrating 750 years of stories, about those who have been here, who have harnessed the beauty and natural resources of this magnificent land and built a reality that, today, is scattered all over the world. 
About Esporão: 

Founded in 1973 by José Roquette and Joaquim Bandeira, Esporão is one of the leading wine companies in Portugal. Playing a predominant role in the national and international projection of Alentejo and the Douro, Esporão has also become an ambassador of Portuguese culture, developing its activities in a sustainable manner and building close relationships with clients and consumers all over the world. 

Esporão has operated in the Alentejo region since 1973, where it produces iconic wines such as Esporão Reserva and Monte Velho, as well as extra virgin olive oils. Herdade do Esporão’s Wine Tourism operation is integrated in the wineries. Also part of the Esporão project is Quinta dos Murças, an estate in the Douro region that has been producing terroir wines with the Esporão quality guarantee since 2008.
Esporão products are sold in all types of shops and restaurants in more than 50 countries worldwide. Esporão’s holistic approach to implementing a wide range of innovative sustainable practises has led to national and international recognition, including the prestigious “Sustainability of the year award” at the “The Drinks Business Green Awards 2013”. In 2014, Esporão won the “European Business Awards for the Environment” in the category “Products & Services”.

http://www.esporao.com/ 

https://www.facebook.com/esporaoworld 

http://www.youtube.com/esporaoworld
http://instagram.com/esporaoworld 

https://www.facebook.com/esporaoecomidaportuguesaagostardelapropria 

https://www.instagram.com/esporaoeacomidaportuguesa 

http://www.youtube.com/c/EsporãoAComidaPortuguesaAGostarDelaPrópria 
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